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The Big Bang Event held at 
Discovery Park last week, saw more 
than 1,200 students aged from 14-19 
at the event, from schools across 
East Kent and beyond attended.

Clarity, vision and understanding 
of the extraordinary world of work 
is best delivered by employers 
at the edge of their specialism. 
Participation in robotics, analytical 
chemistry, maths via logistics, the 
fashion industry, and every type of 
engineering all give brilliance to 
learning. True determination often 
comes when we see the end at the 
beginning; East Kent Skills & The 
Big Bang at Discovery Park was the 
beginning for these young people.

The explosion of ideas, enterprise 
and innovation came from 
a remarkable group of Kent 
employers and exhibitors. We 
would like to thank all of you who 
were involved with the event – for 
those of you who weren’t involved, 
this newsletter will give you a small 
insight into The Big Bang. 

Season’s greetings to all our 
partners from all the EBP Kent team; 
our work is made possible by the 
time and expertise you share with 
the young people of Kent.

Anne McNulty
Chief Executive
EBP Kent

Welcome

Peakdale Molecular, based at Discovery Park, 
brought their team of talented scientists to show 
students how exciting chemistry really is.

Students donned lab coats, goggles and gloves 
and were shown how to mix up their own chemistry 
concoction in a test tube, creating exciting results 
and even a ‘big bang!’

Research leader Robert Wybrow, said: “We’ve been 
creating glow sticks and making jelly sweets go bang 
using a simple sugar burn.

“The science industry is dwindling and we need to get 
it back up there to show the world what we’re good 
at. We’ve got some great scientists and chemists in 
the UK.”

Glow sticks and exploding 
gummy bears

“I really liked the Peakdale Molecular workshop. 
It was so good and made science fun. The glow 
sticks were good.”

Naomi, 14



Since selling the site in July 2012 Pfizer has 
retained a strong presence at Discovery Park 
and the company had a team of scientists at 
the event including young trainees. Sticking 
with the festive theme they taught students the 
chemistry of Christmas snow.

Scott Barclay, a biochemical engineer was 
leading the Pfizer exhibition, which aimed to 
show science as an exciting career path.

Scott said: “It’s a hard push to get young 
people interested in a science career, with so 
many exciting media things competing with it.

“I’ve seen a few 
faces light up 
here today, so 
hopefully we 
have inspired 
some of them.

“We need to 
bring about a change in 
schools and make science more appealing. It is  
hard, but it’s worth it.”

Students looking for inspiration at 
the event need look no further than 
Dominique Westbrook, of Tetrad 
Discovery. The company’s founder 
was a pupil of Hartsdown Academy 
and had the chance to lead a 
workshop with current pupils and 
talk to them about following in  
her footsteps. 

Dominique joined Pfizer when she 
was 16, but when the Sandwich 
operation was scaled down, she 
went on and co-founded Tetrad 
Discovery with her husband – Tetrad 
Discovery aim to raise awareness 
within schools of science as a 
exciting career choice.

Pfizer teach the chemistry of snow

Home-grown talent 
an inspiration to the 
next generationHave you ever seen a dancing robot? Robot 

Center’s NAO robot, which sat down, stood up, 
talked and even danced was one the day’s top 
attractions. Student flocked to see this smooth 
moving robot bust out his best moves.

NAO robot is a great example of how advanced 
robots have now become.

Philip English was showing off the NAO robot and 
taking questions from the intrigued students.
He said: “20 years ago, there was an IT explosion. 
In a few years’ time, there will be an explosion in 
robots. They are used commercially at the moment, 
but technology will bring them into domestic use.

“We’ve also got floor cleaners and vacuums – in 
the future, they will be available in the home 
alongside what we use now.”

Dancing the day away – 
the NAO robot

“There’s so much here to see 
and people to speak to. I really 
liked the Rimmel workshop to 
find out the science of make-up.

“I learnt a lot about different 
careers and some look really 
interesting.”

Amy, 15



Paul Barber, managing director of 
Discovery Park had the opportunity 
to walk around the event, speak to 
exhibitors and see how the students 
responded to what was on offer. He 
said: “Hopefully the young people 
here today will be inspired to work 
here one day.

“This is fantastic for young people to 
come and see real careers in action 
and meet real business people. It 
opens their eyes to the business 
world and maybe opens their eyes 
to careers they were not previously 
aware of.”

Discovery Park welcomed the  
Big Bang show as part of its  
backing for young people and  
the wider community.

Praise from the top

After successfully ‘landing’ the 
helicopter, she said: “I hadn’t 
really thought of this as a career 
but I enjoyed the experience, 
although it was quite hard.”

Lucia Hoyle, 13

We love to hear your feedback, hear are a few 
snippets from The Big Bang exhibitors:

“The East Kent Skills careers visit to The Discovery 
Park was extremely interesting and had something 
for everyone. There were stalls set up around the 
entire building covering every topic you could think 
of. It ranged from science to fashion, from the RAF 
to Microsoft; they had it all! It was a truly wonderful 
experience, which I feel greatly privileged to have 
been invited to and strongly recommend to other 
students.”

“The students got a lot out of attending the event from 
participating in things they enjoyed, to considering 
things that had never occurred to them before.”

“A really great event.”

“Superb! All our staff were impressed. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.”

Feedback so far

The event was a part of world skills UK The Skills Show and was a Big Bang Near Me 
event; part of The Big Bang Programme, which feeds into The Big Bang UK Young 

Scientists & Engineers Fair. This annual event celebrates and raises the profile of young 
people’s achievement in science and engineering, encouraging more young people to 

take part in science, technology, engineering and maths initiatives.

Supported by The Skills Show, the European Social Fund and the National Careers Service


