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don’t have to pay 

for anything and 
get free meals. 

Gehad, 65, was 

at Special 

Choices to pro-
mote The Mercy 

Ship enterprise 

for all people. 

Andy Fearne 
from the Medash 

football told us he offered lots of 

opportunities for people with 

learning difficulties including 
coaching and awards.  

He said: ‘We can get them to 

express themselves and help 

them engage more with people.’ 
Les from Kent Cricket said he 

helped pupils get into coaching 

so that they can lead sessions 

back at their school. Pupils Cher-

een, Simon and Leanne from K 

College had fun making a news-

paper puzzle. Chereen said: ‘My 
hobby is playing games on my 

computer.’ 

Finally, Kaye Bachelord and 

Artie Vossel-Newman from Kent 
Supported Employment were at 

the event to provide assistance 

with education. Artie said: ‘I give 

this event the thumbs-up!’  

Meet 
the 

team  

Produced with support from                         www.newsforschools.co.uk 

Sheep sheAring shapes 
students for success 

Corinna and Rebekkah (Bower 

Grove); Gehad (Mercy Ships); 

Claire; Connor (Valence 

School); Pent Valley boy band 

Paul, Dan, Nat and Ryan; lads 

with a front page 

The reporting team 

are A level students 

from Ursuline 

College in Westgate.  

James 

Clements, 16, 

lives in 
Westgate and 

was reporting 

all day. He came up 

with the newspaper 
title, Choices. He said: 

‘This was a good event 

and I might consider 

being a reporter after 
today.’ Michaella 

Robinson, 16, hails 

from 

Broadstairs. 
She said: ‘I 

have learned 

there are 

different opportunities 
for people with 

disabilities. It’s been a 

great opportunity.’ 

David  Lambert from 
Ramsgate, said: ‘I’ve 

learned this helps  

people  with 

special needs 
achieve 

greatness in 

life. I helped 
to be a  

goalkeeper and was a 

journalist where I took 

pictures and spoke to 
important figures about 

the event.’ 
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ChoicesChoices  
By James Clements  

Path to 
progress 

SPECIAL CHOICES  is a 

one of a kind event situ-

ated at the Rare Breed 
centre in Ashford where 

children with special 

needs get the opportunity 

to explore different ca-
reers and experience dif-

ferent activities they have 

not been able to do before.  

The event, organised by 
EBP Kent, has a wide 

range of kiosks, where the 

children and their carers 

can find out what is avail-
able when looking for a 

job or how they can fur-

ther their education past 

secondary school. Differ-
ent colleges such as 

Thanet College, K Col-

lege and Mid Kent Col-

lege have set up stalls 

Continued over 
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to show and explain what they can 

give to the special needs children. 
Also there different organisations 

that help find jobs for the children.  

Organisations like Shaw Trust and 

Kent Supported Employment gave 
advice on how to find a job and some 

could try things out like sheep shear-

ing and willow making. 

Juliet Lasslett, of EBP Kent told us:  

‘I’ve been running this event for 

three years and each year people 

leave the event with a smile on their 

face. It’s part careers day and part 
activities day, where the children try 

out new experiences they may not 

have come across before.” 

Activities on offer include hair and 
beauty, football, cricket, climbing 

and drama just to name a few. 

A group of students from Ursuline 

College in Westgate spent the day 
producing a newsletter for the Spe-

cial Choices event. The team inter-

viewed important figures to find out 

the purpose of why this event was 

organised. They took photos of the 

different activities on show.    

Ursuline student James Clements, 16,  
said: ‘Whilst walking around the 

event, seeing the children take part in 

activities such as football and cricket 

really shows how well this event is 

put together. EBP Kent is a credit to 

Kent and should be recognised as a 

great organisation.’ 

We met some pupils from Bower 
Grove school in Maidstone. Steven 

took a photograph of Alex and Ryan 

doing a newspaper puzzle.  

They were with Corinna and Rebek-
kah who were here to find out what 

jobs they can do when they leave 

school. Corinna said: ‘I would like to 

work with animals. I like cats the 
best, I have a cat called Pebbles.’  

Rebakkah said: ‘I would like to work 

with children.’ Pent Valley School 

were at the event too. Ryan said: ‘In 

five years time I hope to be on tour 

with my band.’ 

We spoke to Marcus 14 from Har-
bour School in Dover. He told us: 

‘I’m not quite sure on what I want to 

do when he leave school but I quite 

enjoy drawing.’ When we met him, 

he had only just arrived and added: ’ 

I’m enjoying it so far” 

Later on Michaella met some pupils 

from Broomhill Bank School from 
Tunbridge Wells. She spoke to 

Claire, age 14. When she leaves 

school she would like to become a 

tennis player and said she was find-
ing the event very interesting.  

We also chatted to Gehad Homsey 

from the Mercy Ships charity in Af-

rica. It helps provide people with 
medical help. The patients go on the 

boat to get some medical help. They 

Continued over 

Candy’s 
Track 
record 
This is Candy Hawkins. She is a very 

successful lady— not only does she 

have a full time job as an administration 
officer at Green Park Primary in Dover, 

she also is a full time running champion. 

Candy has been on the circuit running 

for 24 years. When she left school in 
Brighton, she realised her dream in be-

coming a 

sprinter.  

After sprint-
ing she 

became a 

long dis-

tance runner 
with much 

success. In 

the 1997 

Deaf Olym-
pics she 

won gold in 

the 800m. 

In the next 
Deaf Olym-

pics she 

was crowned a double gold in the 800m 

and the 1500m. In 2009 Candy travelled 
to Tai Pei, where she came fourth in the 

5000m.  

This year Candy has been selected to 

compete in European championships in 
Turkey. 

Candy, who has a three-year-old son, 

kindly gave out advice to people with a 
disability on how to find a job. She said: 

‘Contact an agency or visit a job centre, 

they will help you find the right job for 

you.’ 

Left to right: football was popular; pupils enjoy the sun; Marcus from Harbour 

School; a good kick; Kaye and Artie From Kent Supported Employment 
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